The Facullfp Advlter Perspective 


“Holding Culrure in Her Hand: ' 

Immersion and Understanding 

Ccffuskg upon Devoo lic¥i4M£i «fury ett ffitfiu a&k cwo <f^uom 
Hfit, why wnd aAdn^faduJt«&» sp^cifkally miy <hjidhood ptob^ 

lioftth, abroad ^ SmooJ^ why m>d f htffi fo Swed^n^ To bocb« the MLSWtt Jfawci 
£rom i co<npfirt>6n9)V6 wosIdwM^ feview ttrly childhood ptogtM p<ovH 
lion piDvidn io mogdifion* a sud cJu< fh« m^rxe of toy n^ioo 

fluy be judg^ by bow if tMn its children^ piAicubf ly the pOM lAd needy 
If fhec odige xe ffue, fheo Sweden luidy lies dc en xnuro^jond pxoiMle 
Nothing honcei Sweden mote fheo tbe wey xt honors and respects its young'' 
(OBCD^ 1999X Amencaneatly educators sfadyiog SwoJisb family polxcy and 
eerly case ceo leero marh about tbe solience ol" culcoee and whet xc means co 
boeoe children and childhood. 

A tidied more tel eve nr cfoa&rion co study abroad ecoerges^ how can a 
scudent underscafid anorher early childhood oilcure so thee she can teccer see 
her own? In early cbddboodeduraaxon^ culcoee matreraforevecyd^ing. Theo-* 
setkaily^ Trom a soooculcueal pefspwctxve we undetsrand culture happens 
^between cbe ears* ae well ae in che exremal surfoundioga (Bogoff, 1990; 
Vygoraky. 1978). Cultural meanings and ideologxea detetnune our policies 
tot ctuldreci erki lamiliee as weK ae the way we inte^rec children's daily team« 
xng behavior. Culrure dominetea cur national discourse regarding best ptac* 
tkea fot chitdren in early childhood settings (Bredekamp, I997K 

While in Sweden^ Devoo wiccmed concrete marufMations cf tbe 
xah conetmet cf Anrer anJ mfito SItt immet&oJ beraelf in polky^ yulxrka and 
culture and leaecioJ about a society that provides generous lamily leave, so thee 
]!nrecics can temaie home to care Ibr their iciants while receiving a percentage of 

salary She hwd a lived expetiem of Aildcare as titt combiciftJ respMaoaibil^ 
xty of cbe goveeomecic ac^ families, receiviog a subaeantal fioancal sub&idy 
She aw a country dtti embraces a national curreculum withan^qslicic fccuroo 
den^cr^y^ atiaenshgs aikl persoohood Finally, sbe worked alongside highly 
educatoJ aarlychddlaod cmchers lO peeKhooi settings wbete all sure ataie a 
college level degree frua tber eatioaaJ teacher trainicig program 
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How dkl imr a/ ifMiut to D^von^ pfoctKii vmL 
Id tiw pnscbool t«tcid(^ Hore tlw n& tUo to b«a< witne^ to pf^ticn thoc 
value play, boontly^ conaidet the voke Ae ohiid^ allow <hiUieo'a idaaa co 
teaarucis^afvd iiKOfpofaia ibmocrocy locoa iMi»oiui<uAKutam aa a 
tup Id" coohilduo't ^eaeoiog Such batwtt aod corulatidg uaahifi^ pttcticaa 
were ottetl^ eye cp^rudg for Devoo^ all prolouaJ coMtaatt to her expet leAce 
with children, te^hee add ucnofa for aheie <aae back hocae She tooci b^ 
came drawn co d>e Swediah no cion of eaily leaenieg and development and lO 
paeacolar^ to a compaeative view of aatesamenr pr^tkee with the acatet. 
tencially^ the potited how do Swedee underuand leaeniog lO youd( children? 
Vhat conaticutet Sweditb aetetsmenc peacticea^ 

Ic wat ooc bf chance thae the conttruct of aaaeaamenc polled Devon'a 
attention upon leavidj the atatet and plaotinj her feet on to SwaJiab toil 
Aaaeetmeat tcanda at the very ceour of a countrywide heered educational 
deUu (Blkind. 2001; Suinberg, 2002; Steau&a, 2003; Vhiuhucat. 2001) 
Devon left hocoe well eware of our belea^^uetwl national aod intemetional 
teputatioo ici ^ademic ^hkvementalon^ with ao alarming achievemencgep 
t<rweeci oue children ofdifEeriog aocioeconormc tcacua (Blkmd, 2001; Raver 
it Zigler^ 2004). Undetwanding chu to be the engine driving recent educe- 
tkn potKy, Devon had engaged in the intense acrutioy of the peoduct^nveo 
mandate; bow do we teach all cbildreo to read by the ciae they reach thjtd 
grade <Buah^ 2003)^ With great curiosity^ Devoo presaad Ibewaed with ao 
appeal CO bet Swedith etperience. Vhai values and bebaft fraioe SwaJitK 
educational policy^ How are policies rben crantlated co everyday pr^tkea 
when It c^ee co educating rbe youngest chiEdten^ What views of cbildreo 
aod childhood do the Swedes embody; aod oo a more personal levels whet 
views of chjidbood do ( en^race aod why^ 

The culmineting eveot of Devon's potky co practice eip^rience was her 
final tbeeit eruitled^ pre&eoted lO thjt volume. the presented lo Swedish 
ta&hroo to agroup of her study p ee rs » mentors^ aod peofeesoes In this 

theais^ Devon decoonsttates her ability to identiiy and weave threads <i cu^ 
tural values and beliefs^ related oational policy mandates^ teaching practices, 
posental expeccationa, and their implication for children's well being and de« 
vekpment. Devon creatively employed e variety of sources to validate her 
ethnogrephK study* pariKipuiiocu observation and interviews; early chilc^ 
hood curriculum aod eases imenc documents from both cbe US aod the SweiK 
isb persp^cive; and relevant developmental and educariooal theory and 
research. Devoo*s compararive argumerws are particularly relevant to our na-> 
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creod cl increaiifi^ stACickidisiiioci ibd ^cooncab^l^cy. H^r fririn^h 
mik^ oi iwart cl tht iAiplMic tc our <lu(droA^ rtiiicig cbe 

Mti fct rF-ramuurion, borb ir^ iMtt a&J pufpOFOofcur obsMiroo 

with scajxUrds^ tyfifmfnt, and ar^acbjc cuuomc& 

Prom my parrpo<civ< ai aa aducaror^ Dai^n McK^ru'r undat^radoatt 
<ra|FC(My FKamplitiaa ao ij^novariva ar>d dniaabk parb lO b^ghaf oducaa^oo 
Devon a irvtenooruldeci&ioo roacud^ abroad eo adefortment^liok^ program 
waa much like ocbef deciiiona ahe made aa a Human Development ma|c^ at 
Coroall Uruvarairy Admirably^ U^a aalecred a vafiacy of epporfuniciea and 
created a raoge of aolea Ibe betttifro deepen haf andafataodicis of )oang cluJ> 
drao Her ametgmg daaira <o a<rp laro the iWld cf youog chjidrar^ t^ame 
apforacK eaely on. Becaaae of het esreoaive expanaoca with young cbddraci 
and aattinga lor their cam, by rhe aecond sem racer of Ittr juruof year ahe had 
accumuiaeed a waaJrh of knowledge abouc corwetti br chjidren'a develop-* 
meno Given her aalf-diracrion and pf^aredoeaa^ her awy itxc oar Saradiab 
Pfacncom xo Chjldhood, Pamdy and Socxal PolKy in Goahanburg^ Swedao 
war a rimely one. Devoo had the oniqaa o^Mrtucjry to *hoid culture" lO her 
hand and cloaely examine vbat xt mi^c mean lO terms cf her owo petaonaJ 
and profeeionat lift and in tbia care, rhe livea of yoong children. These exp^ 
riencea vithjn the Swedish aociat demccrecxc ayatam and collecnviac ideob^ 
uodoabtadly had a moat powerful lap^t oo her devefopiog xdencxty ar an 
early childhood profeaaiooat 
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